Students planting flowers to beautify the school

| spent the last two years working at a primary school for children with  m=—~
special needs. The school is a mere 5 minute walk from my house, and
from the first time | walked there | knew it would be the place that |
would make a difference in. The staff at Masaka School for Children
with Special Needs is amazing, dedicated and motivated. They are
devoted to the students and are constantly advocating for their rights.
When we started talking about making improvements on the school,
they all jumped at the chance to help paint the exterior. When | asked
about ways we could improve the future of the children there, the
brainstormed and came up with an idea for a vocational school that
would be attached to the primary school

This last year was spent planning, fundraising and
collaborating to create a vocational school that would
cater to the needs of the deaf population it was serving.
We had the grand opening on October 23rd, 2010. The
country director and a few of the Peace Corps staff
managed to come out to the school to see all the work put
in.  The school opened with a focus on 4 vocations:
Tailoring, hairdressing, cooking and handicrafts. For the
grand opening the students used their newly acquired
_ / skills to cook chapattis and mandazis for all of the people
in attendance. Throughout the day they demonstrated their new talents by cutting hair in the salon and
selling handicrafts that they had made over the previous months. It was a wonderful celebration that
allowed my co-workers and | to visibly see the fruits of our labor. | feel okay knowing that | am leaving
soon, because the students will continue learning at the vocational school for years after | am gone.




